
London Jewish Cultural Centre takes Holocaust Survivors back to 

Vienna to tell their stories in Viennese Schools  

Sunday 29 April - Sunday 6 May 2007 

6 Austrian Holocaust survivors, working with the London Jewish Cultural Centre's 
Holocaust Education Department, will be spending next week in Vienna giving a 
series of talks in Austrian schools, about their pre-war and wartime experiences. 
The President of the Republic of Austria, the Ambassador of the Republic of 
Austria and the Mayor of Barnet are supporting the initiative, which is being 
funded by the London Jewish Cultural Centre in association with the Austrian 
Ministry of Education and the "Zukunftsfonds der Republik Osterreich" (Future 
Funds of the Republic of Austria). 

Johann Kirchknopf, the London Jewish Cultural Centre's Austrian "Gedenkdiener" (a 
young Austrian volunteer selected to work in Holocaust education outside Austria instead 
of doing National Service) is coordinating the project and will be accompanying the 
survivors. A very important partner in this undertaking is the "Verein Gedenkdienst" in 
Vienna who is liaising with the schools and organising the visits. 

This initiative began in 2003 when a group of London Jewish Cultural Centre Austrian 
Holocaust Survivors were invited by the Jewish Welcome Service of Vienna to spend 
time in their former hometown. One part of the programme was to visit the schools that 
they had attended as children where they talked to the pupils and described their 
experiences at the hands of the Nazi regime. The feedback from these schools and their 
requests for further visits has resulted in this current trip, an important step forward in 
providing today's Austrian schoolchildren with vital first hand Holocaust education. 

Participants: 
• Trude Le vi: born in Hungary in 1924. She was deported first to Auschwitz 1944 

and then transferred to Buchenwald. She collapsed on a death march on her 21st 

birthday but survived because the guard did not consider her worth the bullet. 
• Freddie Knoller: born in Vienna in 1921. He was studying in France when the 

Nazis arrived. He lived with false papers and joined the Resistance in 1943. In 
summer 1943 he was captured in Drancy and deported to Auschwitz. In January 
1945 he was evacuated to Noerdthausen and then to Bergen-Belsen, where he was 
liberated by the British Army. 

• Scarlett Epstein: born in Vienna in 1922. 1938 she was able to escape to England 
via Albania, Italy and Germany. 

• Otto Deutsch: born in Vienna 1928. Came to England on a Kindertransport in 
1939. 

• Harry Bibring: born in Vienna 1925. Came to England in 1939 on a 
Kindertransport. 

• George Vulcan: born in Vienna 1929. His family escaped to England via France 
in 1939. 

 

For further information please contact: 
 
GEDENKDIENST 
Rabensteig 3/18 
1010 Wien, Austria 
telephone: +43-1-5810490 
fax:  +43-1-581049090 
e-mail: office@gedenkdienst.at 


